SACRED HEART
Catholic Parish & School

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Fr. Michal Rosa, Pastor
405 South Henrietta Street
Effingham, IL 62401

Phone: 217-347-7177
Email church: shchurch@sheff.org
Email school: shschool@sheff.org

During a life emergency,
while offices are closed, please contact
217-703-1042 toreach a priest.

www.sheff.org

n Facebook
@SacredHeartCatholicParishEffinghamiL

© Instagram
@SacredHeartParishEffinghamlL

C YouTube
@Sacred Heart Effingham
Masses are live streamed on YouTube

Mass Schedule:
Monday-Thursday 8:30am
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm
Sunday Masses: 8:30 & 10:30am,

La Misa en Espafiol 5:00pm el domingo

Reconciliation:
30 minutes before weekday Masses
Saturday: 3:00pm-3:45pm

Liturgy of the Hours:
7:45am Sunday-Friday

Chaplet of Divine Mercy:
3:15pm Monday-Friday
3:00pm Saturday

Pray the Rosary:
Healing: Mondays at 9:00am
Flame of Love: Wednesdays at 3:30pm

Eucharistic Adoration:
Monthly on First Monday
9:00am-8:00pm
Reconciliation 7:00-8:00pm

i

December 21, 2025 Christmas December 25, 2025

As Advent comes to an end, we invite you to join us in prayer and
preparation for Christmas! Everyone is invited to join us on Monday,
December 22, for the following:

= Rorate (candlelight) Mass at 6:30am

(no 8:30am Mass)

= Pray the Healing Rosary in church at 7:00am

= Eucharistic Adoration from 7:00am - 8:00pm

= Night of Confession from 7:00pm - 8:00pm, with 4 priests available

Please note: Any time you pray at Eucharistic Adoration, you can receive
a partial indulgence. A plenary indulgence is granted when you visit the
most Blessed Sacrament during Adoration for at least 30 minutes. (All
other qualifications for plenary indulgence still apply: go to Confession,
receive Communion the same day, say prayers, and be free of venial sin. If
you are interested in more information, please talk to Fr. Michal or
contact the parish office.)

Help Us Decorate!

Volunteers Needed—Men, Women, & Teens!

We will be decorating the church for Christmas on Tuesday, December
23, starting right after 8:30am Mass. We need a lot of volunteers! The
biggest area of need is carrying decorations up from the basement. Please
come to help decorate and/or carry things, even if you can only stay for a
little while. Men and junior high/high school students are welcome. This is
a great service hour opportunity!

Join us for Mass this Christmas and New Year/

Christmas and New Year Mass Times:
Christmas:
* Wednesday, December 24: 4:00pm & 9:30pm
**The 9:30pm Mass will be incense-free.
* Thursday, December 25: 12:00am & 9:30am

New Year, Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God:
* Thursday, January 1: 8:30am, 12:10pm, & 6:30pm
**The 12:10pm Mass will be incense-free.




Sacred Heart Catholic Parish

Prayer List: Nicole Bishop, Bill Weis, Maria Dolores
Kingery, Tom Palmer, Brenda Harris, Trevor Roy,
Stan & Cis Ozenkoski, Mary Jane Behrman, Jackson
Gaitros, Robert Overbeck, Jim Hakman, Lori Portz,
Anthony Wirth, Jean Sheehan

Names will be kept on our prayer list for 1 month and
then removed. If you or your loved one would like to remain
on the list for another month, simply call the parish office at
217-347-7177 and we will be happy to renew your name. ¥

CANCELLATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR'S:

Tuesday., December 23
T Morning Study Group Cancelled
(Catechism Study will conclude on January 6)

Wednesday, December 24—Christmas Eve
T Parish Office Closed
7 No Flame of Love Rosary (will resume January 7)
i PSR Classes Cancelled (Family Night on January 7)

Thursday, December 25—Christmas Day
T Parish Office Closed
T Men'’s Prayer Group Cancelled (will resume January 8)

Tuesday, December 30
a Morning Study Group Cancelled
(Catechism Study will conclude on January 6)

Wednesday, December 31—New Year’s Eve

T Parish Office Closed

4 No Flame of Love Rosary (will resume January 7)

i PSR Classes Cancelled (Family Night on January 7)
Thursday, January 1—New Year’s Day

T Parish Office Closed

i Men’s Prayer Group Cancelled (will resume January 8)

SACRED HEART CHURCH & SCHOOL CALENDAR

T Parish Event © School Event

December 20-January 5
®© Christmas Break—School Resumes January 6, 2026

Monday, December 22
7 Rorate (Candlelight) Mass 6:30am

i Pray the Healing Rosary in church 7:00am
T Adoration 7:00am-8:00pm
7 Reconciliation 7:00pm-8:00pm (4 priests available)

Tuesday, December 23
T Decorate Church for Christmas 9:15am
Many Volunteers Needed!

------- SAVE THE DATE -------
January 7,2026: PSR Family Night

February 7 & 8, 2026: Book & Bake Sale
March 14, 2026: St. Pat’s Bash

June 27 & 28, 2026: Sacred Heart Picnic

Our 2026 parish calendars,
courtesy of Roy Schmidt
Honda and Jansen’s Heating
& Air, are available in the
church narthex. Each family is
invited to take one.

We have several items from the Holy Land for sale in
the narthex. The items are the same items that you
would be able to purchase if you were in Bethlehem on
apilgrimage. All of the items are hand-crafted, unique,
high-quality, and made of olive wood. All money
collected will be sent directly to our contact in
Bethlehem, Daniel Yacoub. Mr. Yacoub will distribute
the funds to the craftsmen that supplied the products
to Sacred Heart.

Starting in January, Our E.T.C. (Effingham Teen
Catholics) group will meet on Sundays at 4:00pm. All
areateens are invited!

Join Fr. Michal Rosa for a Catholic Journey through
Turkey May 17-30, 2026. Enjoy an unforgettable 14
days traveling through the historic and spiritual heart
of Turkey. The cost of $5,690/person includes all
transportation, tickets to destinations, daily breakfast
and dinner, and accommodation in 3-4 star hotels for
the duration of the trip. For more details, talk to Fr.
Michal or visit sheff.org.

MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, December 22—Rorate Mass
6:30am: tFred Amacher, TGeorge Westjohn,
Nicole Bishop

Tuesday, December 23
8:30am: tJane Wernsing

Wednesday, December 24—Christmas Eve
4:00pm: tDorothy & tKatherine Kade
9:30pm: TDolores Kingery

Thursday, December 25—Christmas Day
12:00am/Midnight: Gratitude for Blessings
9:30am: For Our Parishioners

5:00pm: La Misa en Espafiol

Saturday, December 27
4:00pm: For Our Parishioners

Sunday., December 28
8:30am: tMarita Kemme
10:30am: tOra Gress
5:00pm: La Misa en Espafiol
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A Christmas Message from Fr. Michal Resa

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Over the years, many of our Christmas traditions have come to center around gifts. Gifts for
our family, our friends, our neighbors, our coworkers, maybe even gifts for our pets! So much
time and attention is given to picking out just the right thing for the special people in our lives.
But, what about our gifts for Jesus?

It may seem odd to think about what gift we can possibly give Jesus, our Savior who is truly
man and truly God. However, our gifts to Jesus are, most definitely, the most important gifts of
all! The Magi brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the newborn King. The
shepherds and animals brought companionship and love to a lonely stable. Christmas provides
an invitation for us to consider what gifts we might bring to Jesus.

What gift is the best gift? As demonstrated by the saints, the best gift is the gift of self! The
saints offered their services to God, their time and talent, and their worship and love.
Christmas tells us about God’s infinite love for us. As we look upon the baby Jesus lying in a
manger, we can realize that God loves us more than we deserve. God’s love is without limits!
St. John even tells us that “God is love”. In one sense, God doesn’t need anything. But there is
one thing He does not have... something that only WE can give Him... our love. God won't force
us to love him. He has given us free will and He respects this gift to us. We are free so that we
can love. But, that also means we can choose not to love. What will you choose?

In the Gospel of Matthew, we read: ‘Amen, | say to you, whatever you did for one of these least
brothers of mine, you did for me.” The beauty of this verse is that showing love to others is a
way to also show love to Jesus.

We encourage you to spend a few minutes this Christmas reflecting on your gifts to the Christ
Child. Spend some time in prayer, talking with Jesus about what your gifts could be. It could be
simple things like:

* Forgiving someone.

* Calling someone who is lonely.

* Doing a special act of kindness for a loved one.

* Doing a household chore for another.

* Making a commitment to be more faithful to Sunday Mass.

* Going to make a good confession.

* Starting a good prayer routine in the coming year.

In the end, when we stand before God, we will want to bring Him a gift. The Shepherds were
unexpectedly called before the throne of God. We will all, at some point in our lives,
“unexpectedly” stand before the throne of God in heaven. Will we be ready?

We wish youw a very Blessed Christmas
and a ftappy Newr Year!

~ Fr. Michal Rosa & Sacred Heart Church & School Staff




Christmas Flower Denations

We sincerely thank all of those who donated to
help decorate the church so beautifully for Christmas.

George Wenthe
Kyle & Amber Mooney

Joe & Becky Beal
Jill Westendorf

Christmas Flower Denations

In Memory & Honor of our Loved Ones

Clark Wise
by Betty Wise

Glenn & Nadine Bovard,
Steve Bovard, Chris Westjohn,
Carol & John Westjohn

by Susan Westjohn & Family

Dorothy Kade, Katherine Kade
by Jo Ann McNaughton-Kade
& Christopher Kade

Walter & Eleanor Buening,
George & Phyllis Stock
by Marty & Joyce Stock

Dusty & Adele Rhodes,
Dode & Mode Toney
by Carol Toney

Karlene Frese, Chris Kenter,
Floyd & Loretta Frese,
Reg & Deloris Flach,
Mert & Larry McMahon
by Pete Frese

Simon Michael Tays
by Alex & Laura Ann Tays

Virgil Woodard, Karen Woodard,
Anthony Imburgia, Anne Imburgia
by Dr. Dominic & Marcia Imburgia

Charlie Vansaghi, Dick & Karen Dust,
Jim Bowlin
by Chuck & Sandy Vansaghi

John D. Cordes, Nick & Rosemary Koste,
Hugh “Tony” Koste
By Kayla Cordes Family

Jim Buening, Carol Rohr,
Charlie, Totty, & Jeannie Meyers,
Joe, Cecilia, & Kenny Buening,
Kenny & Rita Tucker

by Ruth Buening

John & Eileen Neumann
by Mark & Monica Young

Jim, David, Danny, & Jess Bowlin,
Ruth & Pete Koester,
Bob, Elsie, & Tony Osthoff

by Carolyn Bowlin

Members of the Fred & Irene Gardewine
Family, Members of the Joe & Cecilia
Buening Family

by David & Judy Gardewine

Bob Cohorst,
Leonard & Olivia Sheridan,
Norbert & Agnes Cohorst,
Louie & Sophie Kreke

by Sally Cohorst

William Pearcy
by Gerald & Vicki Will

Kenny Kreke, Carl & Jonnie Warner
by Jason & Amy Warner Family

Leroy Bushue, Doug Bushue
by Rita Bushue



Christmas Flower Denations

In Memory & Honor of our Loved Ones

Deceased Members of the
Deibel & Tegeler Families
by Charlie & Paula Tegeler

DePoister Family, Schaefer Family,
Ettelbrick Family
by Mike & Cindy DePoister

Cathy Swingler, Bob & Mary Swingler
by Steve Swingler

Fred Colburn,
Robert & Gertrude Pruemer
by Judy Colburn

Harold & Mildred Koester, Eugene Koester,
Angie Vansyoc, Janet Stein
by Charles & Linda Koester

M & M Coel Pottebaum,

M & M William Pottebaum,

M & M Herman Vahling, Jack Ullrich
by Jo Ann Ullrich

Eric & Jenny Reeves,

Gerry Fasig & Family,

Lawrence J. Lustig Family
by Ann Fasig

Dan & Geraldine Hecht,
Jack, Marilyn, & Jim Michaelree
by Jim & Julie Hecht

Robert Waitkus Family
by Joyce Waitkus

Malcolm & Winnie Johnson,
Dean F. Moran, Joe & Jeanette Bergfeld
by Steve & Judy Bergfeld

Pat Braun, Al & Agnes Braun,
Victor & Mary Koester
by Larry Braun

Henry L. Eversman, Helena Feverborn,
Gertude M. Eversman,
Carol Louise Eversman

by Mary Ellen Eversman

Chuck Keller, Lolami Keller,
Thelma Keller, Claude Riley
by Doris Keller Family

John & Josephine Bloemer,
Albert & Verena Kreke, Kenneth Kreke
by Diane Kreke

Harry & Susan Schmidt,
Michael & Ethel Gallo
by Mike & Mary Schmidt

Grandpa & Grandma Nichols
by Jenny & Cassie

Joe, Rosa, Alfonse, Donna, Rich,
Louis & Marlene Rieman,
Roy, Clara, & Jim Painter,
Charles & Agnes Bushue

by Richard Rieman

Joseph Mclvor
by Robert & Laurel Mclvor

Stephen Jones, Judy Willenborg,
Robert & Joyce Willenborg,
Mike Willenborg

by Joy Jones

Virginia & Henry Wendt, Jodi Wear
by John & Janice Wear

Connie Wendt
by Family

Pedro Alvarado
by Charles & Fanny Mae Keller

Chris & Freda Walls, Jackie Luchtefeld,
Henry & Frances Walker,
LaVerl & Marqge Lankford

by Bob & Vicki Walker

Verena Allen
by Family

Carol Rohr, Anna Rohr, Vincent Rohr
by Tom Rohr



Christmas Flower Denations

In Memory & Honor of our Loved Ones

Joe & Christine CzyzewskKi,
Albert & Zella Verdeyen, Doris Kremer
by James & Irene Verdeyen

Nolen Sheehan, Ramsey Sheehan
by Jean Sheehan

Deceased Members of the
Louis & Norma Roedl Family
by Debra Stone

Chuck & Paula Mosher,
Norman, Jeanine, Herman, &
Emma Copper

by Scott & Kathy Mosher

Sylvester & Marie Westendorf,

John Westendorf, Bernice Walk,

Arthur Westendorf, Ian Shrock,

David Schaefer, Kindra Westendorf,

Barbara & Laura Westendorf,

Norbert Klingler, Joe Myers,

Clifford & Dorothy Bushue,

Ross Harrawood, David Ordner,

Marlene Bushue, Cletus Westendorf
by George & Ruth Bushue

William & Ethel Faller,
Eugene & Lorena Ginder
by James & Carol Faller

Robert & Mary Wiedman,
Ray & Alma Luchtefeld
by Hal & Penny Wiedman

Diana Fuesting, Kenny Perkins
by Thomas & Kristin Perkins

Dennis Willenborg, Evan Willenborg
by Jane Willenborg

In Memory of Wendt & Kistner Families
by Ed & Jane Kistner

Kenneth Perkins,
Fred & Helen Haarmann
by Kevin & Carol Perkins

Dan, Lucille & Cliff Reardon,

Owen Newburn, Art & Dolores Althoff,

Barbara (Althoff) Voelker,

Bill, Gert, & Mike Kenter,

Joe, Josephine, Virgil, Joe Jr.,

& Dale Waldhoff, Dick & Karen Dust
by Nick & Mary Jo Althoff

Richard & Helen Stock, Alan Ochs
by Mel & Elaine Stock

John & LaVerne Kortte, Rita Schwerdt
by Rita Kortte

Jack & Margo Thies, Bud & Lucille Althoff
by Mark & Joan Thies

Ben & Nellie Donsbach, Sharon Donsbach,
Chester & Mary Semple
by Paul & Janice Semple

In honor of the
George & Mary Pat Wood Families
by George & Mary Pat Wood

Marshall & Rena Kingery Family,

Clarence Sr. & Helen Guyon Family,

Glenn & Mabel McKerrow Family,

Roman & Izell Klaja Family,

Landon Stuckey, Kathy Fehrenbacher,

Wanda Phillips, Bill & Shirley Funneman
by Robert & Anita McKerrow

Bill Fruchtl, Jim Probst
by Jean Fruchtl Kingery

Cathy Swingler
by Tony & Christy Hakman Family

Louise Nuxoll
by Joe Nuxoll

Frank Koester
by Richard & Mary Ann Sanders

Nieman & Hewing Families
by Tom & Lucy Hewing



“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19)

YEAR-END GIVING: If you would like to give a
year-end financial gift to the church or school, the
most popular way to do so is with cash or check.
To take a deduction for the gift on your 2025 tax
return, your gift must be returned to the parish office
by Monday, December 29, 2025, or postmarked on or
before December 31, 2025.

Online donations can be made at
https://pushpay.com/g/sacredhearteffingham

IRA DISTRIBUTIONS: The age for mandatory IRA
distributions is age 72. When you choose to make your
distribution to Sacred Heart Parish from your IRA, the
contribution counts towards your required minimum
distribution and is NOT included in your adjusted
gross income (AGI). This could qualify you for tax
breaks tied to your AGI and reduce or eliminate taxes
on your Social Security benefits. For specific questions
about how IRA giving may impact your personal
situation, consult a financial or tax advisor.

Effingham County FISH Human
FISH ; . ! .
. Services is offering their Annual
Christmas cpyristmas Day Dinner on December
Dinner 25 at the Effingham Event
Center. Call 217-343-7342 to reserve
a meal. The deadline to reserve a meal is Monday,
December 22. Meals are offered free to all Effingham
County residents and their families.

The ladies of Sacred Heart Parish are invited to Saint
Mary’s of Shumway CCW Casserole Dinner on
Tuesday, January 6, at 6:00pm. Please enter through
the side door and go down to the basement.

Our Stewardship of Treasure

Date | Coection | Amount | Difference
Nov.23 | $883400 | $12,880.00 | ($4,046.00)
Nov.30 | $11,54300 | $12,880.00 | ($1,337.00)
Dec.7 | $21,28500* | $12,880.00 | +$8,405.00
Dec.14 | $16,72804 | $12,880.00 | +$3,848.04

*Includes December 8th Immaculate Conception Masses
Thank you for your generosity and support!

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,
as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” (1Peter 4:10)

Ways to continue supporting Sacred Heart Parish:
In Person: Place donation in the offertory basket at
Mass or slip it through the parish drop box.
Online: https://pushpay.com/g/sacredhearteffingham
Mail: 405 S. Henrietta Street, Effingham, IL 62401

Effingham CYA Group Presents:

Ask a Priest Anything

#

Fr. Ambrose
Criste, O.Praem.

For young adults 21+
: Monday Dec 22 @7p
Effingham '

Event Center

JANSEN'’S

Heating & Air

HealthMart.

PHARMACY

805 W Fayette * Effingham, IL 62401 * Mon-Fri: 7am-6pm  Sat: 8am-1pm

eating.com www.andeshealthmart.com » 217-342-9393
oW Washiagtor 2S/4KEMPER
SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITIES | [Eomamyiias GROUP.,
SINCE 1883

810 West Jefferson Ave., Effinghc:?n ' | 217-347-0528

STACEY METTE, CPA
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(217) 342-2040

= BUICKE, §

Waste & Recycling

www.rumpke.com

L

]

107 N. Keller Dr. (217) 342-3965

SNISWINGLER
;\CONSTRU T

General Contractors  217.8
www.swinglerconstruction.co e

217-342-8600

1705 W. FAYETTE AVE | EFFINGHAM, IL 62401

A 8 aple

Johnathon Paholke
Director of Operations
2001 W. National Ave

Effingham, IL 62401
(:812-248-8093
E: j.paholke@e-enviro.com

E-ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS

[PZ.YOUR SOLUTION T0 HAZNAT MITIGATION

(844) 957-7455
Www.e-enviro.com

SANDSCHAFER
ELECTRICINC __,

347-7326

15421 E. State Highway 33/Teutopolis, IL 62467

gﬂTON =

Wabash Ave
Effingham, IL o L
217-347-0220

www.pattonprmtlng.com

]L%&USTEG

S

i

www.lustigcabinets.com - 217.342.6210

Engineers | Architects | Surveyors
217.342.5668 | www.f-w.com

Experience The Roy Schiidt Difference!

BRIAN HENNING

Managing Broker/ Owner

217-821-3338

L.B.E.W. Local 146
211-811-4604

14061 E 1600TH AVE
The

= EFFINGHAM, IL
Glenwood

Comer of North 4th & Rickelman
Assisted Living

cfuerto

Plumbing & Heating Co., Inc.
Plumbing  Piping « Fire Protection

Effingham, IL-(217) 342-2242-info@wenteplumbing.com

Clean used vehicles
with bank financing available.

3000 S. Banker St. | Effingham, IL
217-342-8611

OUBLE

\ il i Signs, Inc.
(217) 857-1662

% T F %

BUILDERS SUPPLY
(217)347-0561 + 100 E. EVERGREEN - EFFINGHAM




